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					Bayer: Double standards in the sale of pesticides

					
				

				
  
      India – Pesticides – Bayer
    


				
				
					
						The transnational company Bayer AG from Germany distributes hazardous pesticides in India through its subsidiary Bayer CropScience AG. The company however fails to ensure that consumers are adequately informed of both the dangers of pesticides and the requisite protective measures. Through this failure, Bayer AG is endangering the health and lives of tens of thousands of people. This is set out in the monitoring report submitted to the World Health Organization in October 2015 by ECCHR together with partner organizations from Europe and Asia.

					

				
			
			
			
			
				
					
							
  
      Case
    


						
				
					
						In October 2016, ECCHR filed a complaint against Bayer CropScience AG and Bayer AG in Germany before the Chamber of Agriculture in North Rhine-Westphalia. The reason: pesticide labels must contain warnings about health and environmental risks.

In Europe, Bayer sells Nativo with the warning that the product is “suspected of damaging the unborn child.” This warning is not given on the products sold in India by Bayer’s subsidiary Bayer CropScience Ltd. ECCHR submitted a complaint to the Chamber calling on it to examine Bayer AG’s business practices. The complaint to the chamber is supported by ECCHR partner organizations Kheti Virasat Mission in India as well as FIAN Deutschland, MIisereor and PAN Germany.

					

				
			
				
			
			
				
					
  
      Context
    


					
					
						In February 2017, the chamber’s department of plant protection has responded that it is not obliged to further examine the complaint.

Upon ECCHR’s submission, the chamber launched an initial investigation into the export of Nativo and found that Bayer sends the pesticide to India in “big bags.” These do include a warning about the risks to unborn children, but the warning is absent from the products as sold in India. The chamber admitted that there was no monitoring of pesticides between 2014 and 2016, stating that they had no “indication that there were any nothworthy issues.” From October 2016, a national working group began working on a monitoring system.

In July 2016, the Ministry of Agriculture in New Delhi opened investigatory proceedings against Bayer subsidiary Bayer CropScience Ltd. (India) concerning the mislabeling and sale of Nativo in India. This follows a petition submitted to the ministry by the Indian civil movement Swadeshi Andolan in December 2015. ECCHR assisted with the petition by providing legal expertise.
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        Countries that export pesticides must ensure that good trading practices are adhered to.

        Carolijn Terwindt
Wirtschaft und Menschenrechte
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    Case report: Bayer’s sale and distribution of Nativo in India
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                        UN Special Rapporteurs are appointed by the UN to work on a specific mandate.
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              National action plan on business and human rights

            
            
              
                
                    
                        States produce national action plans on business and human rights to implement the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.
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                        Monitoring reports can be submitted to certain organizations to highlight important issues.
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              UN Special Rapporteurs are appointed by the UN to work on a specific mandate.

            
          
          
            
              Show More
            
          
        
    

  






				
			
			
			
			
				
					
  
    
        
  
      Topics (1)
    


      
    
    
    
    

    	
          
            
              India

            
            
              
                
                    
                        The injustices caused by the global economy take many forms. Very often it is marginalized people, for instance in India, whose rights are sidelined so that Western corporations can profit.
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              The injustices caused by the global economy take many forms. Very often it is marginalized people, for instance in India, whose rights are sidelined so that Western corporations can profit.
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    India – Pesticides – FAO/WHO
  

  
  
      
        FAO/WHO fail to asses whether pesticide sales in India breach international standards
      

      
        ECCHR and its partner organizations urged the FAO/WHO in an open letter and monitoring report to implement urgently needed changes to effectively address the widespread mismanagement of pesticides worldwide.
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        Syngenta pesticides endanger farmers and plantation workers
      

      
        Research by ECCHR showed: Syngenta’s pesticide Gramoxone – which is banned in many countries including  throughout the EU – is used on plantations in Indonesia and the  Philippines with almost no protective measures.
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