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CHRONOLOGY OF NATIONAL INVESTIGATION INTO THE DEADLY TARAJAL
EVENTS

6 February 2014: At least 14 black people died, an undetermined number of them were injured
and 23 pushed back into Morocco in an operation of the Spanish Guardia Civil at the Moroccan-
Spanish border of El Tarajal involving massive use of antiriot material against people in distress
in the water.

8-15 February 2014: The investigative judge N° 6 of Ceuta opens a criminal investigation after
five bodies were found off the coast of Ceuta. The Spanish NGOs Coordinadora de Barrios,
Observatori DESC, CEAR, APDHE and Comité Rene Cassin join the proceedings as so-called
“popular prosecution”.

8 October 2014: The relatives of some of the deceased from Cameroon request to participate
in the proceedings as a “private prosecution”. The investigative judge initially dismissed this
petition on formal grounds and ultimately ignored it.

28 November 2014: The investigative judge refuses to have jurisdiction to investigate the facts
insofar as they allegedly occurred outside of Spanish territory.

29 January 2015: The court of appeal overrules this decision and orders the investigative judge
to continue the investigation.

13 February 2015: The investigative judge summons the 16 Guardia Civil officers involved in
the 6 February 2014 operation.

2-11 March 2015: The Guardia Civil officers testify in court and admit shooting rubber bullets.

26 March 2015: The NGO, Coordinadora de Barrios, submits an expert forensic report
confirming that some of the documented injuries on survivors could most likely only be
produced by rubber bullets.

15 October 2015: The investigative judge stays the proceedings on the grounds that the
available investigative steps have been exhausted, despite having rejected NGOs requests for
expert reports on (i) the type of chemical irritants shot (smoke or tear gas) and (ii) the direction
of shooting of the rubber bullets. The investigative judge concludes that the available evidence
does not disclose prima facie criminal responsibility on the part of the investigated.

13 January 2017: The court of appeal overrules the investigative judge’s decision on the stay
of the proceedings considering that the investigative steps had not been exhausted.

3 April 2017 and 2 January 2018: The NGOs, Asociacion Observatori DESC and CEAR,
inform the investigative judge about the treatment of three survivors by the Guardia Civil during
6 February 2014 and request they are summoned as witnesses, as they live in Spain and
Germany.


https://www.eldiario.es/desalambre/guardias-civiles-imputados-muertes-ceuta_1_4329200.html
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27 January 2018: The investigative judge orders the stay of the proceedings for the second
time, again on the grounds of the exhaustion of the available investigative steps and the absence
of prima facie criminal responsibility of the investigated based on the existing evidence.

31 August 2018: The court of appeal overrules the decision of the investigative judge to close
the investigation and instructs the investigative judge to carry out the pending investigatory
steps, including the court testimonies of the three survivors living in Spain and Germany.

25 March and 1 April 2019: Two of the survivors testify in court, confirming the asphyxiating
effect of the chemical irritant shot.

28 August 2019: The third witness testimony (Ludovic N.) fails due to unspecified technical
reasons and is never rescheduled despite several requests.

24 September 2019: The investigative judge drops the charges of intentional injury and
administrative malpractice (in relation to the hot returns/pushbacks) for lack of evidence. He
also indicts the 16 Guardia Civil officers for reckless homicide and omission of their duty to
help.

26 September 2019: The relatives of the deceased file a new request to become a party to the
proceedings, which the investigative judge dismisses again.

30 October 2019: The investigative judge orders the stay of the proceedings for the third time,
this time pursuing the “Botin doctrine”. The indictment is therefore rendered without effect.

27 July 2020: The court of appeal rejects the applicability of the Botin doctrine. Yet it finds
that the available investigative steps have been exhausted, that the available evidence does not
disclose criminal responsibility on behalf of the accused, and in conclusion orders the final
archiving of the investigation.

27 May 2022: The Spanish Supreme Court dismisses the appeals lodged by the “popular
prosecution” against the archiving of the investigation on procedural grounds.

14-15 May 2022: The “popular prosecution” and the relatives of the deceased lodge separate
complaints before the Spanish Constitutional Court.

28 June 2023: The Constitutional Court admits the complaint filed by the “popular
prosecution” for its examination on the merits.

31 January 2024: The third survivor whose witness testimony was cancelled and never
rescheduled (Ludovic N.) submits a complaint to the UN Committee Against Torture, with the
support of the ECCHR for his ill-treatment (article 16 and 1 and the prohibitions of torture,
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment), his expulsion (article 3 and the prohibition of
refoulement) and the failure to investigate his case ex officio (articles 12, 13 and 14 and the
obligations to examine cases promptly and impartially and provide redress to victims of ill-
treatment).

6 February 2025: A further survivor (Brice O.) who lost sight in his left eye because of a
rubber bullet shot on 6 February 2014 submits a new complaint to the UN Committee Against
Torture, with the support of the ECCHR and Iridia, for his ill-treatment (article 16 and 1 and
the prohibitions of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment), the failure to prevent it
(article 2(1)) and the failure to investigate his case ex officio and provide redress (articles 12
and 14).
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