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German authorities dropped the charges against a former member of Colonia Dignidad’s 

leading circle and the groundbreaking proceedings against textile retailer KiK were 

dismissed due to a statute of limitations lapse. ECCHR however keeps on fighting for a 

more just world in other cases and fields: together with our international partners, we 

initiated a new project to support access to justice for victims of international crimes and 

published an open letter to the UN Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-

General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, seeking justice for members of the Rohingya 

population currently displaced in Bangladesh. 

   

 

ECCHR report: Forced labor in Qatar 

and the Gulf region 
 

Are transnational companies responsible 

for exploitation and forced labor in their 

supply chains? This and other questions are 

examined in ECCHR’s new report 

Accountability for forced labor in a 

globalized economy, with a focus on the 

construction sector in Qatar. 

 

More information 
  

 

Colonial repercussions: “Namibia: A 

Week of Justice” 

 

From 25 to 30 March, ECCHR together 

with activists, lawyers, artists and 

historians from Germany, Namibia and 

elsewhere will discuss current questions on 

colonial crimes and postcolonial injustice 

at the international conference “Namibia: 

A Week of Justice.”  

 

More information 
  

 

   

DONATE  

Support us to help defend human rights around the 

world.                                 
 

 

   

INTERNATIONAL CRIMES AND ACCOUNTABILITY  
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Colonia Dignidad sect leader is not prosecuted in Germany  
  

 

“Colonia Dignidad=Villa Baviera” © Photo: AFDD Talca 

 
  

German authorities continue to show little 

will to address crimes committed in 

Colonia Dignidad, the former colony of a 

German sect based in Chile during the 

Pinochet regime. On 21 January 2019, the 

public prosecutor in Münster closed 

ongoing investigations in the case of 

Reinhard Döring, one of the sect’s former 

leaders. In April 2018, ECCHR submitted a 

criminal complaint against Döring and 

named several witnesses willing to give 

information on Döring’s role in abuses at 

the colony. The decision to close the 

investigation is a missed opportunity to 

finally shed light on the collaboration 

between the sect leaders and the Pinochet 

dictatorship, and on the torture and 

enforced disappearances of political 

dissidents that occurred on the Colonia 

Dignidad property.  

 

More on the Colonia Dignidad cases 

 
   

  

Access to justice for victims of international crimes: Joint project with 

FIDH and REDRESS  

Too often, national and international courts are not willing or able to hold those 

responsible for international crimes to account. In order to gain access to justice, survivors 

of torture, genocide and forced displacement often depend on proceedings in third 

countries. The principle of universal jurisdiction in EU member states like Germany, 

France, Sweden, the Netherlands and Belgium opens up a possible path towards justice. 

Through research and expert consultations, ECCHR will team up with FIDH and 

REDRESS to investigate how the EU Directive on Victims’ Rights (2012) has been 

implemented and what can be improved.  

 

More information on the project 

 

  

Violence against the Rohingya: Open letter to UN Secretary-General on 

Sexual Violence in Conflict  

Again and again in situations of conflict, vulnerable populations face sexualized violence. 

In order to address conflict-related sexual violence against the Rohingya people in 

Myanmar, the UN cooperates with Bangladesh as well as with Myanmar itself. Together 

with an international coalition of NGOs, ECCHR wrote an open letter to the UN Office of 

the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict on 24 
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January 2019, offering a number of recommendations regarding the conditions needed to 

effectively protect survivors of sexualized violence among the displaced Rohingya 

population from Myanmar hosted in Bangladesh. The letter also addressed the conditions 

required to bring those responsible for the abuses before courts.  

 

More on ECCHR’s work on sexualized violence in conflict 

 

   

BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS  
  

KiK evades legal responsibility for factory fire deaths  
  

 

Survivors and relatives of those who died in the factory 

fire on 11 September 2012 in Karachi remember the 

victims © Photo: ECCHR 

 
  

The Regional Court in Dortmund will not 

investigate the facts in the case against 

textile retailer KiK. In January 2019, the 

court rejected the lawsuit, which aimed to 

clarify KiK’s joint responsibility for the 

fire safety deficiencies at a supplier factory 

in Pakistan, citing a lapsed statute of 

limitations. KiK had initially agreed to 

waive the possible statute of limitations, 

but later insisted that this waiver was void. 

 

More about the KiK case 
   

  

Labor exploitation: ECCHR report on forced labor in global supply chains  
  

 

Cover: Accountability for forced labor in a globalized 

economy © Photo: ECCHR 

 
  

Close to 25 million people, many of them 

migrants, are currently in forced labor 

worldwide. The process of exploitation 

often begins with malpractice in 

recruitment, which is widespread in global 

labor supply chains and, in its worst form, 

can amount to human trafficking. In 

ECCHR’s new report Accountability for 

forced labor in a globalized economy, 

authors Linde Bryk and Claudia Müller-

Hoff examine whether transnational 

companies from Europe can be held 

accountable for causing or contributing to 

forced labor or other labor abuses along 

their supply chains, highlighting examples 

from the construction sector in Qatar. 

 

More information on ECCHR’s work on 

Qatar 
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SUPPORT US  

With your donation you can support those affected by human rights 

violations in their fight for justice.  

 
 

 

  

INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL INTERVENTION  
  

Colonial repercussions: “Namibia: A Week of Justice”  
  

 

Watch video: German responsibility for (post-)colonial 

injustice in Namibia: Swakopmund  

 
  

25 – 30 March in Windhoek and 

Swakopmund (Namibia) 

 

The present-day repercussions of Europe’s 

colonial past are finally being discussed 

more openly: Germany has returned human 

remains of genocide victims to Namibia, a 

lawsuit was brought before a US court by 

Herero and Nama communities, and 

museums in Berlin, Paris and London face 

calls for the restitution of artwork taken 

during colonial times. Together with 

lawyers, artists and historians from all over 

the world, ECCHR will address questions 

on colonial crimes and postcolonial 

injustice at the conference “Namibia: A 

Week of Justice.”  

 

More information on the event 

 
   

  

ECCHR  
  

Law versus Power: New book by Wolfgang Kaleck 

 
  

 

Wolfgang Kaleck’s new book with are foreword by 

Edward Snowden © Photo: ECCHR  
  

After a successful book tour through the 

US, ECCHR General Secretary Wolfgang 

Kaleck presented his new book Law versus 

Power – the English edition of Mit Recht 

gegen die Macht (2015) – in Berlin at the 

beginning of February. Published by OR 

books, it will be officially released on 21 

February 2019. 

 

Watch Wolfgang Kaleck’s interview with 

Democracy Now! 
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Wolfgang Kaleck in conversation with 

Handa Center Faculty Fellow and Stanford 

visiting professor Beth van Schaack 

 
   

  

EVENTS  
  

Torture in Syria – Sweden’s role in the struggle against impunity  

20 February 2019 in Stockholm 

 

Torture, enforced disappearances, executions of political opponents and jounralists are 

only some of the crimes committed by all parties throughout the Syrian war. Several 

European states – among them Germany, Austria and France – have opened criminal 

investigations to hold those responsible for these crimes to account. In Sweden, this could 

also be made possible through the principle of universal jurisdiction. On 20 February 2019 

in Stockholm, we will discuss the possible legal steps of the Swedish judiciary, together 

with torture survivors and human rights activists from Syria and the Swedish organization 

Civil Rights Defenders. 

 

More information on the event 

 

  

Workshop in Argentina: Human rights in agribusiness  

27 February – 2 March 2019 in Buenos Aires 

 

Together with Brot für die Welt and Misereor, ECCHR will host a workshop on pesticides 

and agribusiness in Latin America. Affected persons, lawyers and activists from six Latin 

American countries will gather to discuss the health and environment issues connected to 

industrial farming in the region. The workshop will focus on legal counter-strategies and 

the responsibility of European agribusinesses for human rights violations in Latin 

America. 

 

More on agribusiness and pesticides 

 

  

ECCHR PUBLICATIONS  
  

Wolfgang Kaleck 
“(Post-)Colonial injustice and legal interventions”, in: Akademie der Künste (ed.), Journal 

der Künste 09, January 2019, pp. 30-32 

 

Cristian González Cabrera / Dr Patrick Kroker 
“A Congo War Crimes Decision: What It Means for Universal Jurisdiction Litigation in 

Germany and Beyond”, in: Just Security, 11 January 2019 

 

Fiona Nelson / Thomas Obel Hansen 
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“Liability of an Assisting Army for Detainee Abuse by Local Forces: The Danish High 

Court Judgment in Green Desert”, in: EJIL: Talk!, 24 January 2019 

 

Dr Carolijn Terwindt / Gisela Burckhardt 
“Social audits in the textile industry: How to control the controllers?”, in: Business and 

Human Rights Resource Centre, February 2019  

  

ALUMNI PUBLICATIONS  
  

Maximilian Pichl / Sonja Buckel 
“Endet der Rechtsstaat an Europas Grenzen?”, in: Süddeutsche Zeitung, 18 January 2019 

 

Michaela Streibelt 
“Kik und die Verjährung”, in: Neue Juristische Wochenschrift 5/2019, January 2019 

  

DONATE  

Donations help us to remain financially and politically independent. With 

your donation you support our independence and our fight for a world free 

from torture, repression and exploitation.    
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