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At ECCHR, the transition into the new year has been as interesting as the last: in January, 

the Regional Court in Dortmund will decide whether it will continue the proceedings in 

the groundbreaking case against German textile retailer KiK; since December, an 

international arbitration tribunal has been looking into the responsibility of transnational 

corporations for environmental protection and human rights in Romania and since 

November, Austrian authorities have been investigating torture in Syria.  

 

Thanks to the Kreuzberger Kinderstiftung, we can offer five scholarships for ECCHR’s 

Legal Training Program, for which the application deadline is 15 January 2019. 

 

   

 

Claim against textile retailer KiK 
 

In November 2018, the Dortmund Regional 

Court for the first time held an oral hearing 

in the KiK case. The proceedings 

investigate whether the German textile 

retailer is jointly responsible for a fire at a 

supplier factory in Pakistan. On 10 January 

2019, the court will announce whether it 

will further investigate the substantive facts 

or reject the claim due to the statute of 

limitations. 

 

More information 
  

 

Wolfgang Kaleck: Law versus Power 
 

Wolfgang Kaleck is founder and General 

Secretary of ECCHR. In his new book Law 

versus Power, he describes what motivated 

him to begin fighting for human rights 

through legal means. After a book tour 

through the US in January, Kaleck will 

present the book in Berlin in February 

2019.  

 

 

 

More information 
   

   

DONATE  

Support us to help defend human rights around the 

world.                                 
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INTERNATIONAL CRIMES AND ACCOUNTABILITY  
   

After a criminal complaint in Austria, public prosecutor in Vienna starts 

investigations into torture in Syria  

The path to justice for war crimes and torture in Syria also leads through Europe. After 

Germany, Sweden and France, Austrian authorities have now initiated investigations into 

the Syrian intelligence services’ role in systematic torture. The investigations were opened 

in November 2018, following a criminal complaint submitted to the Vienna public 

prosecutor by 16 Syrian women and men, together with ECCHR and its Syrian partners, 

in May 2018. 

 

More on the criminal complaint in Austria 

  

BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS  
  

Groundbreaking case on responsibility in the global textile industry: 

Hearing in KiK case  
  

 

Miriam Saage-Maaß, director of ECCHR’s Business and 

Human Rights program 

 
  

In November 2018, the Regional Court in 

Dortmund for the first time held an oral 

hearing in the case against German 

clothing retailer KiK. The German 

company was the main customer of the Ali 

Enterprises textile factory in Karachi 

(Pakistan), where a fire in September 2012 

killed nearly 260 people and left dozens 

injured. According to ECCHR and those 

affected, KiK is jointly responsible for the 

factory’s fire safety breaches and for the 

dead and injured. 

 
   

  

  

 

Video: Claimant Saeeda Khatoon’s message to KiK 

 
  

“My son has paid with his life for the 

profits of KiK. Finally, a German court is 

looking into the case.” For claimant Saeeda 

Khatoon, the proceedings against German 

clothing retailer KiK in front of the 

Dortmund Regional Court were an 

important step – regardless of its outcome. 

The decision concerning the future course 

of the proceedings is expected on 10 

January 2019. 

 

More on the KiK case 
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Against the environment and human rights: Gold mining in Romania  
  

 

Romania: Roșia Montană in Transylvania © Photo: CIEL 

 
  

In 1999, the Roșia Montană Gold 

Corporation (RMGC) received an 

exploration license to operate a gold mine 

near the Romanian village of Roșia 

Montană. Residents and environmentalists 

have opposed the plans from the very 

beginning, fearing forced relocation, 

environmental harm and the destruction of 

one of the country’s most important 

archaeological sites. Since 2018, ECCHR 

has supported those affected in their fight 

against the transnational corporation 

Gabriel Resources, main shareholder of 

RMGC. 

 

More on the Roșia Montană case 

 
   

  

SUPPORT US  

With your donation you can support those affected by human rights 

violations in their fight for justice.  

 
 

 

  

INSTITUTE FOR LEGAL INTERVENTION  
  

Call for applications: Scholarships for Legal Training Program  

We are delighted to issue the fourth annual scholarship call for ECCHR’s Legal Training 

Program, which is supported by the Kreuzberger Kinderstiftung. Together, we offer early-

career human rights lawyers with limited financial means the opportunity to gain 

professional experience in our day-to-day legal work. Scholarship applications will be 

accepted through 15 January 2019. 

 

More information and application 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://mailings.ecchr.eu/cp/36962086/85ea6cf84664-pl2fac
http://mailings.ecchr.eu/cp/37028810/85ea6cf84664-pl2fac
http://mailings.ecchr.eu/cp/37028811/85ea6cf84664-pl2fac
http://mailings.ecchr.eu/cp/36962086/85ea6cf84664-pl2fac
http://mailings.ecchr.eu/cp/36955971/85ea6cf84664-pl2fac


Alumni Gathering in November 2018  
  

 

Alumni in ECCHR’s current exhibitions with works by 

Laura Fiorio © Photo: ECCHR 

 
  

In addition to the bigger Alumni Reunions 

that take place annually at ECCHR (since 

2012), we also hosted a smaller Alumni 

Gathering in autumn 2018. Through 

regular meetings, we hope to further 

strengthen our growing Alumni Network. 

To date, nearly 400 young human rights 

lawyers and activists from more than 40 

countries have participated in ECCHR’s 

Education Program.  

 

More about the Legal Training Program 

 
   

  

ECCHR  
  

Law versus Power: Our Global Fight for Human Rights  
  

 

Wolfgang Kaleck’s new book with are foreword by 

Edward Snowden © Photo: ECCHR  
  

In early 2019, the English translation of 

Wolfgang Kaleck’s book Mit Recht gegen 

die Macht (2015, Hanser Berlin) will be 

published as Law versus Power. In the 

book, Kaleck, founder and General 

Secretary of ECCHR, discusses what 

motivated him to begin fighting for human 

rights through legal means. After his book 

tour through the US in January 2019, he 

will present the book in Berlin in February.  

 

More on the book 

 
   

  

Fighting torture in Syria: Anwar al-Bunni receives human rights award  
  

 

Anwar al-Bunni is awarded the Franco-German Prize for 

Human Rights © Photo: ECCHR  
  

In December 2018, ECCHR’s longstanding 

partner, Syrian lawyer Anwar al-Bunni, 

was awarded the Franco-German Prize for 

Human Rights 2018. The prize 

acknowledges al-Bunni’s work in the fight 

against human rights violations of the 

Assad government in Syria. ECCHR 

congratulates al-Bunni on this well-

deserved recognition. 

 

More on ECCHR and al-Bunni’s Syria 

work 
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EVENTS  
  

Conference: Italy’s role in US drone strikes  
  

 

Video: Accountability for killings by US drone strikes 

 
  

11 January 2019, 9.30am-6.30pm, Catania 

University (Sicily) 

 

The almost global capacity to conduct 

airstrikes anytime, anywhere: that is one of 

the most distinctive features of armed 

drones and marks a new dimension in 

warfare. The US military base at Sigonella 

(Italy) plays a crucial role in US drone 

strikes in Yemen, Somalia and elsewhere. 

Together with international experts, 

ECCHR staff will discuss how to seek an 

end to unlawful drone killings through 

legal means at the upcoming conference on 

“Armed drones at Sigonella: Legal issues 

and tensions between right-to-life 

protections, transparency obligations and 

military strategy.” 

 

More information on the event 
   

  

PUBLICATIONS  
  

Wolfgang Kaleck 
“Notwendige Kämpfe: Doppelstandards im Völkerstrafrecht”, in: Widerspruch 72, 

December 2018, pp. 111-118 

 

Wolfgang Kaleck 
Preface to Die Erde ist gewaltig schön, doch sicher ist sie nicht: Martin Kušej am 

Residenztheater München 2011–2019, Georg Diez (ed.), Carl Hanser Verlag, Munich 

2018 

 

Alexandra Lily Kather / Miriam Ingeson 
“The Road Less Traveled: How Corporate Directors Could be Held Individually Liable in 

Sweden for Corporate Atrocity Crimes Abroad”, in: EJIL: Talk!, 13 November 2018 

 

Dr Patrick Kroker 
“Menschenrechtsverbrechen in Syrien: Wie Gerechtigkeit möglich ist”, in: Blog of the 

Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung (ed.), 7 December 2018 

 

Dr Miriam Saage-Maaß 
“Das Recht der Schwächeren: 70 Jahre Menschenrechte”, in: Blätter für deutsche und 

internationale Politik, November 2018 
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Dr Carolijn Terwindt / Shaelyn Morrison / Dr Christian Schliemann 
“Health Rights Impacts by Agrochemical Business: Legally Challenging the ‘Myth of 

Safe Use’”, in: Utrecht Journal of International and European Law 34(2), pp. 130-145 

 

  

DONATE  

Donations help us to remain financially and politically independent. With 

your donation you support our independence and our fight for a world free 

from torture, repression and exploitation.    

 
 

 

   

European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights e.V. (ECCHR) 

Zossener Str. 55-58, Staircase D 

D-10961 BERLIN 

Germany 

 

+ 49 (0)30 - 695060 0 

 

ecchr.eu 

Twitter 

Facebook 
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