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SANDRA ALLOUSH v GERMANY

Profile and case summary
SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Sandra Alloush is a Syrian national, aged 38 years. While studying economics and
architectural engineering, she presented TV and radio programmes in Damascus. In 2012,
she had to leave Syria after serious threats to her life. Alloush arrived in France in 2015
on a humanitarian visa, was soon recognized as a refuge and now has long-term residency
in France. She continues to work as a journalist with networks such as ARTE, making
award-winning documentaries with a focus on migration issues, and campaigning as a
human rights advocate. She is a dedicated human rights defender and was elected vice
chair of the European Network Against Racism (a pan-European anti-racism network

which advocates for racial equality) and is an advocacy officer for New Women
Connectors, a migrant and refugee women-led organization. Furthermore, she is a board
member of the NGO, European Alternatives, and as part of their campaign, “Pact for
Equality”, she advocates to end all forms of racism and discrimination across the EU. She

also consults with several UN bodies on migration, asylum and human rights. She
regularly has to travel across Europe in her professional capacity.

UNLAWFUL BORDER CONTROL AT KEHL / GERMANY, 16 JUNE 2025

On 16 June 2025, Alloush was travelling by train from Strasbourg to Berlin for a
recording. After departing from Strasbourg, the train made an unscheduled stop just
across the border in Kehl, Germany. When federal police officers reached Alloush’s
compartment, they asked for her ID. She presented her French residence permit (carte de
séjour) and an email from the authorities confirming that her refugee passport was being
renewed.


https://www.enar-eu.org/
https://www.newwomenconnectors.com/
https://www.newwomenconnectors.com/
https://euroalter.com/
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The officer asked her to leave the train, telling her that she was not allowed to enter
Germany without a valid passport. Alloush initially objected, but eventually consented to
leave the train. She took out her phone out and started recording herself (and not the
officers), describing what was happening to her. She was ordered to stop filming and was
later made to delete the recording.

Alloush was told the officers would take her to the police station because she had entered
Germany illegally. Again, she objected, asking if she was under arrest. They said she was
not under arrest, but that she had to follow them. She had already left the train and felt
more vulnerable having done so. She asked the officers to show her the text of the law she
was breaking. She said, “I know my rights.” One of the officers tried to grab her. At this
point Alloush was very afraid and visibly shaking. She said to the officers,

“Look at what you are doing to me. I am a refugee. I am already traumatized, and
you are making me feel unsafe. Please proceed here as this is not an arrest and 1
did not commit any crime. I do not feel safe going to the police station.”

Despite this, another officer violently pulled her by the arm. At this point, Alloush told
the officers they need not use force and she would go with them. The officer gripped her
arm in such a way as to inflict pain and force her movement, making Alloush cry out in
pain. Then, the officer threatened to throw her to the ground and handcuff her if she did
not calm down. She said she wanted to call someone for support but was told she was not
allowed to use her phone.

Once they were out of the train station and into the street, the officer increased his grip,
twisting Alloush’s arm behind her back, as well as her wrist. He told her:

“If you don’t shut up, I will break your arm”.

She begged him not to break her arm. At the police station, the officer hit her on the
shoulder and pushed her. Alloush was more and more afraid. She recalls:

“I felt that the moment I entered the police station, the officers could do anything to
me, given what they had already done in the street.”
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Alloush started having difficulty breathing, experiencing a panic attack. Despite that, she
was ordered by female officers to fully undress. All her belongings were searched, and
she was detained alone in a cell. Finally, she was allowed to make a phone call.
Subsequently she was asked to sign papers charging her with attempted illegal entry. She
was told she could only leave if she signed them. Still in panic and feeling unsafe,
Alloush signed the papers. She was then escorted outside to a border bridge and ordered
to cross on foot while officers watched. The charge of illegal entry has since been
dropped.

LEGAL COMPLAINT TO THE STUTTGART ADMINISTRATIVE COURT

Sandra Alloush is filing a complaint against the Federal Republic of Germany,
specifically to the Federal Minister of the Interior and President of the Federal Police at
the Administrative Court in Stuttgart. She is represented by lawyer Christoph Tometten
from Kanzlei Mockernkiez (Berlin), with the support of the European Center for
Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR) and Society for Civil Rights (Gesellschaft fiir
Freiheitsrechte, GFF). The case is also supported by the European Network Against
Racism, New Women Connectors and Equal Rights Beyond Borders.

Alloush’s complaint calls for the border control on 16 June 2025 to be declared unlawful.
The complaint argues that there is no valid legal basis for the border control taken against
the complainant, either in national law (under the Federal Police Act or administrative
law), EU or international law, including the Schengen Borders Code (SBC) and the

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). The border control encompasses the
identity check itself as well as all the unjustifiable measures taken by the officers, such as
the threat and use of violence, the transfer and detention in a police station, the body
search and further identification procedures. Together these measures represent a serious
infringement of Alloush’s fundamental rights in national, EU and international law, in
particular the German constitutional rights to dignity, personal development and physical
integrity (Articles 1(1), 2(1) and 2(2) German Basic Law), as well as a violation of the
prohibition of torture and inhuman and degrading treatment (Article 3 ECHR). Since
Alloush was likely selected for an identity check on the basis of racial profiling, there is
also a possible violation of the prohibition on discrimination (Article 3(3) German Basic
Law and Article 14 ECHR).


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=OJ:L_202401717
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Regarding the re-introduction of border controls, in principle, internal EU borders may be
crossed at any point without a border check, irrespective of the nationality of the
individual (Article 22 SBC). A member state is permitted to reintroduce controls at its
internal borders only as an exception and in the event of a serious threat to public order or
internal security. This measure should be a last resort, not exceed what is strictly
necessary and can only be extended if that situation persists (Article 25 SBC). None of
these conditions were met. The German government argues (in a letter to the EU
Commission and a public statement) that alarming developments at the borders required
the reintroduction of controls and cites the number of illegal entries as a basis. However,
police statistics confirm arrivals had already fallen by a third in 2024 (in comparison to
2023) - and as the internal controls were extended in March 2025 and again in September
2025, the figures were continuing to decline at the same pace (52.623 as of October
2025). Rather, the complaint argues that the permanent interference with the free
movement of people and its impact on fundamental rights is disproportionate to its
objectives.



https://fragdenstaat.de/anfrage/anordnung-grenzkontrollen/944017/anhang/mitteilung-eu-bmi-grenzkontrollen.pdf
https://fragdenstaat.de/anfrage/anordnung-grenzkontrollen/944017/anhang/mitteilung-eu-bmi-grenzkontrollen.pdf
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2024/09/binnengrenzkontrollen.html
https://bundespolizei.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Downloads/Aktuelles/Pressemitteilungen/2025103_Pressemitteilung_uE_VWBGK_ab_8_Mai_final.pdf
https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/pressemitteilungen/DE/2025/02/binnengrenzkontrollen.html

