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L Purpose

in furtherance. oftheir mutual national goals to Unitc thi.r efforts fbi' coIlèctiv defense and
for preservation of'p.eaee:and security as 'exp.ressdin the.North Atlantic Treaty. :the Italian.
An Force and USAFE [hereinaftei ieferenced as Participants] intend to operate the United
States Au Foice MQ RPAS [torn Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, Italy (NASSIG)
This 0perati6na1 Arrangement (OA) is developedto.set out the general procedures for'the.
operation of MQ .RPAS at NASSTG. Detailed procedures. are defined in T55-ItaLian.
Standard Operating Procedures. (SOP) for MQ RPAS. US.- Italian SOPs for MQ RPAS
may never prevail over Italian laws and regulation General and' detailed procedures aid
guidelines'to fly MQ 'RPAS Within th Italian Airspace shall be required to comply with
all applicable Italian laws and regulations

ii. References

1, North Atlantic Treaty s.igrtd at Washington. D.,C..,.4 Aptil 1949, specifically the
provisions contemplated in Article 3.

2. Agreement between the Parties to th North Atlantic. Tieat" Regarding the Status of
TheirFores, signed at London, 19 June 1951.

3... Bilateral infrastructure Agreement between the Tjnited States ofAmerica and taly.
signed 20 OctOber .1954.

4. Memorandum of.Understanding Between the. Ministry of Defense of the Republic çif
Italy and the Department: of Defense of the United States of'America concerning th ii.e
of Installations/Infrastructure by US Forces in ital','2 February l995

5. Technical Report b.y Bilateral Commission Tricario-Prueher on Air Activity of'th.
US Armed FOrces of 13. ApriL 1999.

.6. Téthnical Ai-rangement' between the.Ministiy ofDefense¯of the Italian Repub'lic'and
the Department. of Defense :'f the United States of America regarding. 'the
insthJlatiofrastriictnre in use by the US Forces in Sigonella, Italy, of.6 April 2006
(amended in 2010 and 2016).

7. Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) for United. States .Air Fbice: MQ Remotely
Piloted Aircraft 'at Naval Air StutiOn Sigonella, Italy.

8 STANAG 3531 PS Safety investigation and leportmg of accidents/mcidents
invol'i'ng Military 'Aireia'ft. Missiles and/Or. UAV's

9 STANAG 7232 Unmanned Arciaft System I actics, Techniques and Proceduies Edition
1, ATP-33,82 EDITION A;

10. STANAG '7234 NATO Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) iirspace 1ntgrati,on
(Al). Edition 1, AATMP5 1, EDITION A

II. Remotely Piloted Aircraft..Systeñi Qperational Working Group (RPAS. O.WG
Cha -ter,. 6 DeCmbCt '2012,.
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III. Applicability and Scope

This OA applies to USAF MQ. RPAs operatiig at. and from NASSIG.. It. complefnbnts .th
current Sigonella Tethnical Arrangement (TA), as amended, by setting out general guidance.
pertamrng to MQ kPAS operations and lays the foundation fot the moic detailed MQ RPAS
SOPs. The three 4odurnent: Sigonel!a TeelmicalArangement this OA and. SOPs shouldbe;
referred to collectively toi a complete understanding of MQ RPAS deployment at NASSIG
and flying activity within the Italian Flight Information RegiOn (FiR).

IV Definitions andAbbreiiátions.

Ahbreviatedterms found in this Arrangement:

ACC Air Component Command

- ATP Allied Tactical Publication

- DbDUSA. Department Of Defen of the United States ofAmerica

- DT.O Documenio.-.Tecnico Operativo (Tethnical-Operatknal Document)

- ERS Expeditiotiary Reconnaissance Squadron

-. FIR Flight Information Region

- .HQACC Headquarters Air.¯.Conibat Cornniand

- IBC Italian Base Commahdër

- TSR Intelligence Surveillance & Reconnaissance

- LRE Launch and.Recover.y lement

- MCE Mission Control. Element.

- MoD IT Italian Ministry of.Defeace

- MQ Multi-mission unmanned aerial system.

- NASSIG Naval. .Air Station Sigoriefla

- NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization

- PlC Pilot in Cømmand
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- SOP Standard Operating Procedures

-. RPA Remotely Piloted Aircraft

-: RPAS Remotely Piloted Aircraft.¯Systern

- US United States

- USAFE US Air Forces in. Europe

V Concept ofOperations (CONOPS)

The USAF MQ RP¯AS support authorized objectives by providing hear real time
mteiligence to intorm political leaders and military commanders for force protection
purposes. The MQ RPAS is employed to support intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR) military operations, NATO and US intelligence, cOllection
requirements, aOd humanitarian aid and civil assistance' missions. Th MQ' RPAS
'operates unarmed unless authorized by the !tal.ian'MoD.. ThItaiian MOD authorization
shall be consistent with existing obligation under national and international
humanitarian law.

VT Organization andCommand

The USAF ,MQ RPA unit. Commander intends to coordinate closely, with N'ASS'IG
Commanding officer on all: MQ RPAS. issues. The NASSIG Commanding o'fflcer
intends to coordinate directly with the ItaLian Base COmmander (IBC) on all MQ
RPAS issues -

.VJL MO Operational Activity

USAF ensures only currentand quali'fid MQ RPAS pilots fly MQ'rnissions while
in Italian FIR. On flights to/from Sigonella the, designated Pilotin-Cornmand
(PlC) "is to be responsible for the protection ofpersons, property and safe
operation of the aircraft, and shall be required to comply with the applicable national
flight ru1es appropriate air traffic management (ATM) procedures, and. SOPs regarding
the safety of civil aviation The PlC is at all tunes to be able to intervene in the
management of the flight.and, in the event of loss of the. command and control.
link(s), the PlC is to be able to predict the automatic flight behavioi and report it
to the ATM Service Provider and to the AlEspace Control Agency as appropriate.
This information should be distributed, beforehand whenever practicable.

2. The PlC controls the aircraft during the taxiing procedure, dparture,. cruise-orbit ops,
approach and arrival. The 432nd AEW executeS MCE duties and is to. be responsible
for training, 'supporting, and deploying ualifled personnel to .324th ERS NASSIG.

:3. MQ 'pAS operational activity at NASSIG fits into three. categories .((round
Operations. Flight Operations, and Emergency Procedures), which are 'a'ddrssed in
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detail in the related .S:QP.

4. Ground Operations. USAFE and. ITAF have developed an SOP for the following
conditions:

a. Crewrnembei- responsibilities, duties andrequirements.

b. .MQ RPAS Operational and Training Windws

c, Weather Procedures.

d. Frequency Managemeiit Coordination..

e. Comniunicatio.ns Coordination

f Security & Safety Procedures.
g. Mission planning, development and reporting.

h, 'P -e-Flight/taxi activities.

5. .F.1iglt Operations. USAFE and ITAF have deveopéd an SOP for the Launch :and
Recovery conditions.

6. Termination points are:not.pre-approve.d in Italy; Pilots must make every effort to steer
the aircraft ver water (optimal) or to an tthpopulated area before exuting
termination.

.7. Emergeucy and Contingency Procedures. USAFE and ITAF have devtoped n. SOP
for the following emergency conditions:

a. General Guidance for Emergency .Simations.
b. Ground Safety Calls.

c Engine Failure lrnrndiateIy After Takeoff.and in. cortidors.

d. Loss of COntrol Link.

e. Loss of aircraft

f. Flight Accident..! Incident

VIII. Procedures tbr Mutual Cooperation

Jtalian:and US authorities intend t0: assure effective.eooperation in orderto adhere to t.h.e
present OA and establish a mechanism of cooperation and exchanges of experiences on
the handling of. MQ RPAS operations. The possibility of crew and intelligence data
exchanges should be coordinated in accordance with the National Disclosure Policies of
each Participant.

IX Miscellaneous

1. This OA j intendedto. become operative on.the dät&f last ignatufe and remain operative
for three years.

2 This OA.iiay.be mOdified at any time by written consent of the Participants.

3. This OA maybe discontinued.by either Participant. The Participant wishinto discontinue
this..OA should endeavor to provi4e six months' written notice. of it intent, to discontinue
this OA
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4. This OA supersedes the "OA between the Italian Air Force and the United States Air Force
Regarding the Operation of the USAF MQs Remotely Piloted Aircraft System at Naval
Air Station Sigonella, Italyt' dated 7 December 2017.

5. Any dispute regarding the interpretation or application of this Arrangement should be
resolved through consultations between the Participants at the lowest echelon.

6, This OA is not an international agreement, and it does not give rise to any rights or
obligations under international law or under the laws of either Participant.

7. The Participants recognize that the Cooperation contemplated in this OA is subject to the
availability of funds for such purposes.

8. This OA is not intended to authorize any specific procurement, awarding of a contract or
contracts, cooperative development programs, authorizations for performance of work, or
transferring of funds between the Participants. Such activities are to be done in accordance
with the respective laws, policies, and procedures of the Participants.

X Authentication

This OA is signed, in duplicate, in the English language.

FOR THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCES IN EUROPE AND

AFRICA

FOR THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE

Major General, Brig. Gen. ANDRF DI PIETRO
USAF Chief of 3nivision

Deterrence,
Director of Operations, Strategic Ittf

and Nuclear Integration
HQ USAFE-AFAFRICA/A3/l 0

Date: Date:
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